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Summary

Our neighborhood: Frogtown.Publicly known for its
pathologies, but bursting with joy and potential. 

Our organization: Frogtown Green. We started with a crazy
idea about a new city park with an urban farm. Twelve years
later, the park is a reality, and we're going strong. Take a look
at our accomplishments.  

Our vision: The Lily Pad. We propose a seasonal, outdoor
environmental commons on a long-vacant lot in the heart of
Frogtown. The Lily Pad is a model for public space use,
addressing the most serious challenge of our lifetimes: climate
change. Seven learning stations will offer activities and ideas
for urban households. 

Our environment: Challenging. Minnesota is famous for its
clean environment. Frogtown, unfortunately, is not. Check the
EPA's environmental justice index for our neighborhood,
inside.  

COMMONS:
Land or resources
belonging to or
affecting the whole
of a community. 



C H A L L E N G E D
The average household income in
Frogtown for a family of four is under
$35,000. 26% of adults have not
graduated from high school.

Frogtown

V U L N E R A B L E
More than 28% report that they speak
English "less than very well." More
than 30% are children, under age 18.
More than 19% report a disability.

D I V E R S E
Frogtown is multicultural, multiracial,
and truly diverse. Over one third of
residents are foreign-born. It is
vibrant, lively, entrepreneurial and
neglected.
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P O L L U T I O N
According to the EPA's Environmental
Justice Index index (right), Frogtown
ranks above the 80th percentile
nationally for critical pollutants and
toxins such as diesel particulate
matter, hazardous waste and lead
paint.

Our neighborhood is above the 90th
percentile in the region for these
measurements, and above the 96th
percentile in the state. 

CLIMATE VULNERABILITY
These environmental disparities
already affect the health of Frogtown
residents, triggering asthma, heart
disease and cancer. 

The hotter summers, flooding, and
severe winter storms that come with
climate change will exacerbate health
problems with environmental causes.
Residents need to be prepared. 

Frogtown's
Environment
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F E W E R  T R E E S
The city's goal is 35% tree canopy coverage. At 23%,
Frogtown has less tree canopy than any
neighborhood besides downtown. Due to Emerald
Ash Borer, more than 20,000 trees will be removed
from city streets in 2021; Frogtown grees are heavily
infested. Frogtown Green volunteers have planted
500+ trees in 10 years.

Frogtown's
Environment

G R E E N S P A C E  D E S E R T
In the middle of the neighborhood, there is no public
green space within a ten minute walk, a goal of most
urban and park planners. The Lily Pad adds needed
greenspace and gathering space on Dale Street, a
major artery.

L E S S  G R E E N S P A C E
The gold circles represent greenspace acreage, per
child, in each of St Paul's neighborhoods. Frogtown is
indicated with the orange arrow. Frogtown's children
and adults have less greenspace than any other
neighborhood, even after the addition of a new park. 
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05/10

 Frogtown Green 

Frogtown Green started 
 with a resident-driven, 
 and ultimately successful
campaign for a new city
park with an organic farm. 

Resident-led and volunteer-driven, Frogtown Green advocates and works for equity in our
neighborhood, developing green spaces and urban farms and gardens, planting trees, and
offering environmental education since 2009. 
2009                2011                2013                 2015                 2017                2019                  2021
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Our Vision: The Lily Pad

the community.

The original vision, as described in 2019, in our neighborhood's newspaper.  We're getting there.
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The Lily Pad in 2021: An Environmental Commons
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The Lily Pad: Seven Sustainability Stations

 Welcome

Food gardens

Flower garden

Bike repair 

Rainwater
harvesting  

Tree nursery

Organics 
composting

Food gardens

Food gardens

Picnic  
tables
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The Lily Pad: Addressing Climate Change 
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 Stations to Grow Capacity 
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  Stations To Build Resilience 
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Community Support 

Participants: The Lily Pad's community gardens are maintained by several
immediately adjacent neighbors,  providing sustenance for refugee,
immigrant and elderly gardeners and their families. 

The grounds and flower beds are maintained by Frogtown Green volunteers
and contractors, including members of the Cash Money Crew, a
neighborhood motorcycle club. 

Partners : The Lily Pad lot is leased by Safe City Project, a Frogtown non-
profit that partners with Frogtown Green on the Lily Pad's programming. 

Supporters: In 2021, Frogtown Green's activities at the Lily Pad are
supported by volunteer energy, individual donations, and grants or in-kind
donations from AmeriCorps, Banbro, Inc., the Capitol Region Watershed
District, MN Department of Natural Resources, MN Pollution Control
Agency, St Paul's Neighborhood STAR program, St Paul-Ramsey Public
Health department, Tree Trust, Unity Church-Unitarian and the US Forest
Service. 

Staff: Frogtown Green employs one part-time director and one seasonal
program coordinator. Frogtown resident volunteers as well as interns from
St Paul College, Metro State, Hamline University Macalester  College and
the University of Minnesota have contributed hundreds of hours of labor
and untold creativity to Frogtown Green.

COMMONS:
Land or resources
belonging to or
affecting the whole
of a community. 
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Proposal team 
Concept Patricia Ohmans
Design Makayla Natrop, Matt Iekel
Functions chart Maggie Krantz

Contacts
Frogtown Green
frogtowngreen.com
651-757-5970

Safe City Project
safecityproject.com
651-231-6021


