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My Story: How a magazine writer ended up caring most about
public spaces and climate change. A few facts about me.

My Neighborhood: Publicly known for its pathologies, but
bursting with joy and potential. Meet Frogtown, my home for
39 years.

Our Accomplishments: We started a decade ago, with a crazy
idea about a new park with an urban farm. Ten years later,
we're going strong. Read Frogtown Green's season report for
2018.
 

Our Vision: Climate change will hit us hard. Here's a rendering
and description of our plan for the Lily Pad, a seasonal,
outdoor sustainability resource center.

Our Environment: Minnesota is known for its clean
environment. Frogtown, unfortunately, is not. Check out the
EPA's environmental justice index for our neighborhood.



My Story
C H I L D H O O D
I'm a third culture kid. I lived 18 years in Bolivia,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Colombia and Brazil. I
speak Spanish fluently. I love to dance and
garden.
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My neighborhood
How communities thrive
Converting vacant land to green space
Environmental justice
Climate change

W H A T  I  T H I N K  A B O U T  N O W

At 65, I know my life's work: building healthy
public spaces in Frogtown, where I've lived
since 1981.
 
I co-founded a 13-acre park here, and have run
Frogtown Green since 2009 as my vocation. 

C A R E E R
After Antioch College, I wrote for the Atlanta
Constitution, Minneapolis City Pages and lots of
magazines.
 
As a public health educator, I've worked with
people with AIDS, migrant workers, refugees,
and patients with limited English.



C H A L L E N G E D
The average household income in
Frogtown for a family of four is under
$35,000. 26% of adults have not
graduated from high school.

My
Neighborhood

V U L N E R A B L E
More than 28% report that they speak
English "less than very well." More
than 30% are children, under age 18.
More than 14% report a disability.

D I V E R S E
Frogtown is multicultural, multiracial,
and truly diverse. It is vibrant, lively,
entrepreneurial and neglected.



F E W E R  T R E E S
The city's goal is 35% tree canopy
coverage. At 23%, Frogtown has less
tree canopy than any neighborhood
besides downtown.
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G R E E N S P A C E  D E S E R T
In the middle of the neighborhood,
there is no public space within a ten
minute walk, a goal of most urban and
park planners.

L E S S  G R E E N S P A C E
The gold circles represent greenspace
acreage, per child, in each of St Paul's
neighborhoods. Frogtown is indicated
with the orange arrow.



Frogtown Green
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Our Accomplishments: Frogtown Green



P O L L U T I O N
According to the EPA, Frogtown ranks
above the 80th percentile nationally
for critical pollutants and toxins such
as diesel particulate matter,
hazardous waste and lead paint.
 
Our neighborhood is above the 90th
percentile in the region for these
measurements, and above the 96th
percentile in the state. 
 
These environmental disparities
already affect the health of Frogtown
residents, triggering asthma, heart
disease and cancer. The hotter
summers, flooding, and severe winter
storms that will come with climate
change will exacerbate health
problems with environmental causes. 

Our
Environment



Our Vision: The Lily Pad
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Our Vision: The Lily Pad

the community.



Our Vision: Public Space/ Climate Change
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Frogtown Green: frogtowngreen.com
Health Advocates: healthadvocates.info
Greening Frogtown archive: greeningfrogtown.com
 

cover photo: mural at Dale Street.
photo by Krissana Mara
contents page photo by Hillel
Natanson
Patricia Ohmans photo by Tony
Schmitz
Frogtown demographic information:
MN Department of Transportation,
2018 and Wilder Foundation MN
Compass 
Frogtown greenspace, tree canopy
and park deficit maps by Jessi
Wyatt, University of Minnesota

Frogtown Green 2018 report: photos
and design by Patricia Ohmans
Frogtown environmental justice
index from the US EPA,
epa.gov/ejscreen/environmental-
justice-indexes-ejscreen
Lily Pad rendering by Maggie Krantz
and Alexandra Boese
Lily Pad concept and description
appeared in November-December
issue of Greening Frogtown


